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Support is needed now for Australians with bleeding disorders infected by 

hepatitis C 

• Recent reporting shines light on persistent injustice: This week’s Australian Story brought to 

light once more the ongoing impact of infected blood products in the 1970s–90s and the lack of 

support for affected Australians with haemophilia. 

• Australia’s response is lagging: Unlike the UK, which swiftly acted on its 2024 Infected Blood 

Inquiry, Australia still has no dedicated financial support or compensation scheme specifically 

recognising our community. 

• It’s time to leave no one behind: Following 20 years of advocacy, Haemophilia Foundation 

Australia (HFA) submitted a potential financial scheme to the Federal Government in July 2025, 

urging the government to act. 

 

Wednesday, 12 August 2026, Melbourne: As this week’s Australian Story brings to light once more the 

impacts of infected blood and blood products in the 1970s-90s on Australians with bleeding disorders, 

Haemophilia Foundation Australia (HFA) is calling on the Australian Government to recognise the ongoing 

needs of our affected community through acknowledgement and financial support. 

In 2003 the Australian Red Cross Blood Service estimated that around 1,350 Australians with bleeding 

disorders had acquired hepatitis C virus (HCV) through infected blood products before 1993. 

More than 30 years on, many have since died. Others continue to live with liver disease, reduced life 

expectancy, debilitating health impacts, psychological and emotional trauma and significant financial 

hardship. For some, the consequences have extended into their working lives, relationships, retirement 

savings and financial security. 

HFA is calling on the Australian Government to recognise that the need has not gone away and that the 

time for action is now. 

HFA has spent more than two decades advocating for meaningful recognition and support for people 

affected by HCV. In 2025, HFA surveyed Australians with bleeding disorders and HCV to better understand 

their current experiences and priorities. The message from the 76 responses was clear: our community 

wants acknowledgement of what happened and practical support to address the ongoing consequences. 

This is reinforced by HFA’s Getting Older needs assessment, which found that the impacts of HCV continue 

even for people who have been cured of the virus. 

Natashia Coco, Executive Director of HFA, said the Government now has a clear opportunity to address a 

longstanding gap in support. 



 

 
 

“For the last twenty years, HFA has sought support for our community who acquired life altering blood 

borne viruses from the blood and blood products provided by the Australian blood system they relied on 

and trusted. 

“HFA developed a potential financial scheme and submitted it to the Australian Government in July 2025.  

We continue to engage closely with the Government to advance the current potential financial scheme.” 

The 2024 United Kingdom Infected Blood Inquiry and swift implementation of recommendations highlighted 

a contrast for HFA’s community. While other affected communities have received acknowledgement and 

support, Australians living with the consequences continue to wait.   

The 2004 Senate Inquiry into hepatitis C and the blood supply recommended case management and 

financial support for people who acquired HCV through the blood supply, but a formal program was never 

implemented. 

"It’s time our community received the acknowledgement and support they need. We want to work with 

government to find a way forward that brings our affected community members peace of mind,” Natashia 

says. 

 

For more information, visit the HFA website: 

• HFA hepatitis C advocacy campaign  

https://www.haemophilia.org.au/bleeding-disorders/hepatitis-c-hiv/hepatitis-c/hfa-hep-c-strategy/  

• What were the outcomes of the 2004 Hepatitis C Senate Inquiry? 

https://www.haemophilia.org.au/bleeding-disorders/hepatitis-c-hiv/hepatitis-c/hep-c-senate-inquiry-

outcomes/  

 

 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 

Natashia Coco  
Executive Director  
Haemophilia Foundation Australia  
P 0403 538 109 E ncoco@haemophilia.org.au   
 
 

 
 
Haemophilia Foundation Australia (HFA) 
www.haemophilia.org.au  

HFA is the national peak body that represents people with haemophilia, von Willebrand disease and other 

bleeding disorders, and their families in Australia. HFA is committed to improving treatment and care 

through representation and advocacy, education and the promotion of research. HFA supports a network of 

State and Territory Foundations in Australia and is a national member organisation of the World Federation 

of Hemophilia.  
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What is a bleeding disorder?  
 
Haemophilia  

• A rare genetic bleeding disorder where the blood doesn’t clot properly  

• Caused by an alteration in the gene making clotting factor VIII (8) or IX (9)  

• Usually inherited, but 1/3 of people have no previous family history  

• A lifelong condition and can be life-threatening without treatment  

• Treatment can help prevent repeated bleeding into muscles and joints, which causes arthritis and 
joint problems  

• Women and men can have the gene alteration causing haemophilia and pass it on to their children  

• Most people diagnosed with haemophilia are male  

• 20-30% of females who carry the gene alteration have bleeding problems and may have 
haemophilia, usually mild. 
 

Von Willebrand disorder (VWD) 

• A hereditary genetic bleeding disorder  

• Occur when people do not have enough of a protein called von Willebrand factor (VWF) in their 
blood or it does not work properly  

• Bleeding problems can vary a lot between people with VWD. Some people experience little or no 
disruption to their lives unless they have serious injuries or surgery, and others bleed quite often. 
There can be bleeding problems with all types of VWD.  

• Many people are not aware they have the disorder and are currently undiagnosed  

• Both men and women can have VWD and pass it on to their children. 
 
Other bleeding disorders  

• Other bleeding disorders include rare clotting factor deficiencies, inherited platelet disorders and 
acquired haemophilia and VWD.  
 

 


